
Grade 2-Fossils (Unit 4) Opener

I. Discussion (30 min.) and Charting student comments

1. How do you know things like dinosaurs live many, many years ago?

2. How can we tell how big they were?

3. How can you tell what they looked like?

4. How sure are we about what kinds of plants and animals lived in the world long before humans?

5. What would our neighborhood have looked like in prehistoric days?

6. Would there have been trees?

7. What kinds of animals lived long ago?

8. Would lakes and rivers be the same?

9. What happened in the past that made the dinosaurs die out?

10. How do the bones of dinosaurs and animals become fossils?

11. How do people dig up dinosaur fossils?

12. What kinds of fossils are there?  (plants, animals, dinosaurs)

II.
Anthology (15 min)

1. Look at the Anthology pictures on page 12

A. What do you see in the picture? (discuss)

B. Read caption. (discuss)

2. Browse through the selections with the students.  For each story look at the first 2-3 pages and ask:

a. What is the title?

b. What does the story seem to be about?

c. How might this story link to the theme?

d. What genre is the selection?

III.
 Make Fossil Word Chart

IV.
 Develop Questions

1. Discuss using question words.

2. Write questions on sentence strips

3. Present questions to the class and put on c/q board.

V. Break Out Groups (35 min)

1. Give each student a fossil picture.  They will write what they notice in their picture or what they think is going on.

2. Students will color in Fossil sign and Fossil pictures

VI. Presentation (30 min)

VII. Inquiry Journal (20 min)

VIII. Intro OCR classroom library (5 min)

http://www.opencourtresources.com


