Back to school ideas

Secret Student (Summary of a report) 
    This technique is a great way to motivate kids to do their best (behaviorally and academically).  Before a class, an activity, a walk back to the room, whatever... draw a name from a pile of scraps containing all the student's names.  Keep this name a secret.  The students know (from you having told them) that this selected person will be watched to determine if they have behaved well and are deserving of the reward.  Each student in your line or class hopes that they have been selected, and try their best to behave well.  Upon completion of the task, the name of the student is revealed and a prize given if deserved.  Be sure to compliment others who did really well (in comparison with their typical behavior).  A variation: if one of your "more difficult" kids does really well, you might pretend that the drawn name was his/her's (even though you drew another name).  It will help to promote more of this positive behavior in the future. 
 
Fabric is a great way to cover a bulletin board.  It doesn't fade and if it gets dirty, just throw it in the washer.  Holiday themes in fabrics can be found, and after the holiday season ends, purchased at a discount price!
Have You Heard? 
Give each child a large construction paper ear and ask each child to write one thing they have heard about the teacher.  

[image: image1]We'll Give You the Shirt Off Our Backs! 
Give each student a t-shirt pattern and allow them to design and put their names on their own t-shirt.  Put a construction paper pole at each end of the bulletin board and connect with a length of yarn.  Hang the t-shirts across the line with clothes pins.

[image: image2]Let's Have A Hands On Experience 
Students trace and create hand prints and label with their names. 

[image: image3]A Big Kick Off! 
Students put names on tennis shoe patterns and design them in their own unique way.

[image: image4]______ Grade All Stars 

Students decorate stars with their names and place on a dark blue background or use a digital or disposable camera and put pictures of students on the stars.

[image: image5]A Barrel of Fun 
Ask students to bring in pictures of themselves or copy pictures from last year's yearbook and glue inside a construction paper barrel.  Use index cards to list names under the barrel.  Students use yarn to connect the index card name to the student's picture. 

[image: image6]Time for School 

Students trace arms and hands and draw a watch on each showing the time school starts each day. 

[image: image7]Falling into _____ Grade 

Create a fall theme with a tree and fall colored leaves falling to the ground.  Put students names on leaves.

[image: image8]We Just Fit Together Create large jigsaw puzzle pieces putting students names on each piece.  

Create large jigsaw puzzle pieces putting students names on each piece.  

[image: image9]There IS Intelligent Life on Earth  

On a dark blue background put a large cutout of the Earth and an alien in a space ship.  Use a digital camera or disposible camera to take pictures of students.  Give each child the picture but only the head section.  Have them glue this on construction paper and create a body.  Cut out and staple to the Earth.  

[image: image10]What A Colorful Class 

Create paint buckets with paint brushes.  Give each student a piece of colored construction paper shpaed like a paint spill on which to write their names.  Another variation:  Use empty crayon boxes and crayons for student names.  

[image: image11]_______ Grade Patchwork  

Give each student a piece of white construction paper in which to create a fabric design.  Students put their names on the design and arrange them on the bulletin board in the shape of a quilt.

[image: image12]Leapin' _____ Graders  

Create a pond background on which to place frogs on individual lily pads with student names. 

[image: image13]A Circle of Friends 
Students create paper doll images of themselves, dressing themselves in precut wallpaper or magazine clothing. Yarn can be added for hair.  Place the paper dolls in a circle on the bulletin board. 

[image: image14]Our Wish List  
Design a large magician and a cauldron.  Put stars coming from the cauldron and on each star write an item you would like to request that parents supply for the classroom (Kleenex, shaving cream, dry erase markers, disposable cameras, etc.) At the open house invite parents to take a star from the Wish List and send it back with the item.

[image: image15]Our New Family 

Ask parents to send in 2 or 3 family pictures to put on this bulletin board. Older students could write a sentence or two about their families to include with the pictures. Note: You may want to make copies of the pictures and use the copies, sending the originals back home.
[image: image16]Back to School 
Create a very large fishbowl for the bulletin board.  Give each student a cutout fish shape which they can design and label with their name.  Staple these in the fishbowl. When these are removed they can be returned to students to use as bookmarks. 

[image: image17]Blasting Off Into ______ Grade 
Place planets and Earth on a dark blue background . Give each student a rocket shape to design and label with their name.   Staple these on the background.  When removed they can be returned to students to use as bookmarks. 

Ideas from A to Z Teacher Tips:
[image: image18]Displaying Birthdays ... 
Submitted by: Nikki Ahn, 5th Grade
At the beginning of each school year, I like to decorate my desk. This year I have chosen to turn my desk into a 'gift'. I wrapped it with birthday wrapping paper and made a bow out of other paper and curly ribbon. I used a colorful evelope and placed my name on it and taped it to the front of my desk. Next to my desk sits a 3-file cabinet. I wrapped that with a yellow wrapping paper and die-cut colorful balloons. I attatched curly ribbon at the bottom of each balloon, and placed a student's name and birthdate on it as well. This frees up wall space, is an eyecatcher, and makes the kids feel special once they see their name and b-date posted!!!! 
 

Decorating your door..
Submitted by: Robin, Grade 2
I decorate the classroom door with a catchy play on words. This year, I used gumball machines from a school supply store pad. Those will have the children's names. I made letters that said "Wel-Gum Back to School". I have a large paper gum ball machine on the door, also. The students will each get a circle of paper to do a self-portrait to go with their name. 
 

The Teacher's Corner Bulletin Board Ideas: 
[image: image19]A Brand New Batch of ____ Graders!
Make a giant cookie sheet out of aluminum foil. Construct several "chocolate chip cookies" out of a brown paper grocery bag and coloring in a few chips. Write the name of each new student in the middle of a cookie. As a background, use a plastic picnic tablecloth (red and white checkered). Title your bulletin board" A Brand New Batch of Third Graders".
Submitted by: SStar5245@aol.com 

[image: image20]Awesome Autumn Attractions 
Use this BB to display students' work. Keep it open for artist work as well as academic items. A student may not produce excellent language, math, or science papers, but can draw incredible fish or flowers. Let students choose which of their papers to display. This BB is great because it can stay up for several weeks in the fall, just change the papers every couple of weeks. 

Submitted by: Lori, Fourth grade teacher, Cassie3099@aol.com 

[image: image21]Back-to-School Animals
Put a background up of a ocean or jungle, etc. During the first week, have students talk about what kinds of animals can be found within that settling. Organize the group so that every child has their own animal or it is disbursed evenly. Then give the students many different kinds of materals and tell them to create their animal to put on the board. Just make sure that they put their name on their animals!
[image: image22]Back-to-School "Recipe for a Great School Year" 

You cut out a giant recipe card out of poster board....put the title in the index tab part such as "Recipe for a Great School Year". Then write "ingredients" and list the kid's names. Then write "directions" and add your part about one cup cooperation etc... You can also draw a chef to go on the board and write the teacher's names in it.
 [image: image23]Back-to-School Writing
My team partner and I put up red gingham red and white checkered cloth on a bulletin board. We had the kids write on plates what they did over the summer and displayed them on the cloth with the caption..."What We Did Over the Summer". The border of the board were ants. The kids loved making the ants and loved writing!! We also used the same cloth when we were studying Italy and made pictures with pasta and labeled the board "Pastabilities". 
Submitted by: Just2ha102@aol.com
[image: image24]First Day of School 
The first day of school my giant bulletin board had on it a quote that I love very much and feel something the kids should hear..."If you shoot for the moon and miss at least you land among the stars." It tells the kids a lot in just a little sentence. Then Iput stars all around the words with the kids names on it. I was very impressed by their facial expressions as they walked through the door. They loved seeing their names on the board. 

Submitted by: Shaun Vest Portsuk@aol.com 

6th grade teachers at Croton Elementary in Melbourne Florida 

[image: image25]Gumball Machine 
Draw and place a huge gum ball machine on your door. Use the heading " Wel GUM to my Class". Then place your student's names on the gumballs inside the gum ball machine. 
Submitted by: Flashete@aol.com 

[image: image26]"Lights, Camera, Action!"
"Lights, Camera, Action! Meet the Stars of Room 7!" 

I cut out a large silver star for each child and place it on the board with their name and a picture (taken and developed the first day of school.) I use discarded filmstrips to decorate around the stars. The filmstrips can also be used as a boarder. 
Submitted by: Maura Cantwell CantwellM@aol.com Third Grade, Highcrest School Wethersfield, CT[image: image27]Look Who Popped In! 
Another teacher at school has this adorable welcoming bulletin board in her room and I thought I'd share it. She made popcorn pieces out of paper and wrote each child's name on one. Then she made a pan - with aluminum foil so it looked like a real pan. She put the popcorn on the top of the pan (so it looked like it was popping out) and all over the bottom of the bulletin board (so it looked like the pan overflowed with popcorn). In big letters she wrote, "Look Who Popped In!" 
Submitted by: IL2Teach@aol.com 

[image: image28]Watch the 1st Graders Grow 
I put up a huge tree with branches and fringed grass. I made a banner that says "Watch the 1st Graders Grow". I do a lot of fall apple activities and one of the first things we write about and learn is the new word c-a-n. So we write a sentence on a red paper apple that says "I can ---------". I then hang the apples on the tree. I have seen these trees kept up all year and you can change them for the seasons. I may try that this year. 
Submitted by: Nancy Flashete@aol.com
[image: image29]We Are Here to Shine
I use a star border and the words WE ARE HERE TO SHINE. I then die cut stars and glitter the borders of the stars. I take a photo of each student and place it in the center of the star. It's simple, but parents love to see their child's photo during Open House. 
Submitted by: SnDAcuna@cs.com
Teaching is A Work of Heart Suggestions: 
[image: image30]Take a Leap Into First Grade
I covered the board in blue. Made a large frog, with my name on it, sitting on a lilypad and surrounded the large frog with small, die-cut frogs with the names of the children. 

[image: image31]Fishin' For a Great Class
I covered the B.Board to look like a pond. Used brown paper to make a dock. Reproduced a child sitting and fishing. I had each child's name on a fish. 

[image: image32]We'll Have a T-rrific year
T-shirt cuttouts with the names of the children. they decorated the shirts at "Meet Your Teacher" and we displayed them at that time. 

[image: image33]Swinging Into First Grade
I made a tree and placed monkey cuttouts for each child hanging from branches. 

[image: image34]Class Bus
Create a large school bus and put photos (or drawings)
of your children's heads (in the windows. Add your classes name or the teachers name to the side of the bus. 
[image: image35]A New Twist
For a beginning of the year bulletin board, use the game board for a twister game as the background. Put the spinner on as well, with the words "A new twist to a new year." Add cut-out feet and hands with the students' names on them. It is very colorful! 
[image: image36]Who's the Teacher?
This bulletin board is about you, the teacher.  Choose a background and border that represent your personality.  Collect pictures, clip art, book covers, etc. that show your interests.  Laminate them and post them on the bulletin board.  Let your students ask you questions about the items on the board.
[image: image37]School's In!
Ask each child to draw their face with a fish body or a fish with their name on the body. Use a blue paper back ground with waves, bubbles and other sea creatures drawn on.
[image: image38]Our Class Comes In ___ Flavours
Cut a cone out of brown butcher paper, then add a coloured construction paper scoop of ice cream on top. Add a picture of the child on the ice cream scoop and put the child's name on the cone
[image: image39]Mrs. Shunk's Treasures 
One year I made a big pot with a rainbow coming out of it. Put gold circles to look like coins in the pot and wrote each child's name on a coin. Labeled it "Mrs. Shunk's treasures" Was fairly easy--you could save and put new gold coins on for a different year. Another year I cut worm shapes out of wallpaper, and put a little face on each one and a child's name. Put a big book shape in the center of the door with a few corners missing and the bookworms all around. Labeled the book "Mrs. Shunk's bookworms." 
Get Their Attention: 
Use Marilyn Western's Timer  5 minutes before the start of class to get your students ready to begin instruction.   Use Online   Download a Copy 
Education World's Activities for the First Day of School 
Teaching is A Work of Heart Suggestions: 
[image: image40]Kindergarteners always have a lot of stuff that they bring on the first day.  Inevitably, the majority of the stuff is not labeled with the student's name. What I do on the first day is dump all the stuff from the backpack into a paper grocery bag that I have written names on previously. This allows time to write the student's name on the supplies after everyone is engaged in an activity. Rebecca De Shazo 

[image: image41]The Kit is assembled by teachers or students, depending on the grade level, to welcome back students to an exciting, creative, and rewarding year. 

METHOD: 

1.Place all items in lunch bag, staple a welcome note and include the following meanings: 

· cotton ball-this room is full of warm feelings and kind words 

· movable eyes-keep "an eye out" for each other 

· toothpick-pick out the good qualities in yourself and others 

· rubber band-to remind you give a little "hug" when needed 

· button-to remind you to "button your lip" and don't tattletale 

· star-always shine and try to do your best 

· clothespin-"hang in there"; we are all here to help each other 

· chocolate kiss-to comfort you when you are sad/for a special treat 

· eraser-everyone makes mistakes and it is OK 

· apple-you're the apple of my eye 

· orange-orange you glad you're in this class 

· Band-Aid-heal hurt feelings 

· gold thread-friendship ties our hearts together 

· happy face sticker-keep smiling ;wear a smile everyday 

· tissue-dry the tears of friends 

· Lifesaver-you can come to me if you need to talk 

· pipe cleaner-we all have to be flexible; bend a little 

· penny-because you are special and valuable to this class 

· small flower-our class will see you bloom and grow 

· I Owe You Note-this year I owe you the opportunity to read, listen, and speak in a creative, active room where books are valued as friends 

(thanks to Donna of Grand Island, Nebraska) 

2.Decorate with stickers and names of students and place on desks the first or second day of school 

[image: image42]First Grade Welcome Bag 
Donashel2 
Welcome to your new classroom community. The items in this bag have special meanings. 

· The cotton ball is to remind you that our room is full of kind words and warm feelings. 

· The chocolate kiss is to comfort you when you are feeling sad. 

· The sticker is to remind you that we will al stick together and help each other. 

· The gem is to remind you that you are valuable and special. 

· The star is to remind you to shine and always try your best. 

· The tissue is to remind you to help dry someone's tears. 

· The toothpick is to remind you to pick out the good qualities in your classmates and in yourself. 

· The bandage is to remind you to heal hurt feelings in your friends and yourself. 

· The gold thread is to remind you that friendship ties our hearts together. 

· The eraser is to remind you that everybody makes mistakes and that it is okay. 

· The Life Saver is to remind you that you can come to any adult in our school community if you need someone to talk to. 

[image: image43]Print Shop Card
I make a card from Print Shop with Mrs. ______First Grade Welcome Bag with the poem on the inside of the card, and I gather the items together and place them in a zip lock baggy with the card and pass them out to the parents on Back To School Night.

[image: image44]Ziploc Baggy
I put this on a card from Print Shop and fill a ziploc baggy with a tea bag, tissue, cotton ball, and the following letter and give to parents who can't seem to break away. Pat 

Dear Parent, 

Thank you for entrusting your child to me. I promise to do my best every day to be your child's companion in learning. After you have wiped your tears, make yourself a nice warm cup of tea. Put your feet up and relax. Then hold the cotton ball in your hand. The softness will help you to recall the gentle spirit of your child. I will work alongside you this year to help your child grow. 

[image: image45]Homework Folder
One thing I do on the first day of school is provide each student with a Homework Folder. We do not have allot of homework but this folder helps with notes and papers to take home. I buy Yellow 2-pocket folders. On the outside I write Elizabeth's Homework Folder. On the inside I write on the left Papers to keep at home and on the right Papers to return to school. We practice reading these 2 sentences all day. Their home work that first day for school is to go home and read the sentences to their parents. The first day of school the parents always have many papers to fill out and return. This folder has really helped me over the years. I make sure to stress that each student bring the folder to school every day. This year I'm gong to purchase a few extra folders for the ones that get lost. It is nice to say get out your homework folder and see all the yellow folders and spot the one who do not have their folders. I have been teaching 1st grade for 16 years and I still get the jitters 

[image: image46]Fill-in-the-blank
Teri~preschool~Indiana 

On a sheet of paper I have generated about 30 statements (see some examples below) about people. The students are give about 20 minutes to quietly wonder around the class talking to me and the other students asking if anyone fits the profiles. They can only use each child's name twice, so they have to talk to several children (and myself). At the end of the 20 minutes, we come together and discuss who fits in each blank (sharing people's names and giving those who didn't get finished a chance to fill in their sheet). I have used this for the past few years and the kids love it. 

Examples: 

Likes to fish ___________________ 

Is left handed __________________ 

Went camping this summer _________________ 

Had a brother or sister in this class __________________ 

Takes the bus _________________________ 

Plays the piano _____________________ 

Likes spinach ______________________ 

Is the oldest in their family ___________________ 

Tori:) 

A to Z Teacher Stuff:
[image: image47]People in My Family Assessment... Barbara, 2nd grade teacher 
On the first day or shortly thereafter, I have the children draw a picture of their family, but the rule is: only the people that live in their house. It's amazing to see how unsure some children are. It gives a lot of good information to the teacher. For younger children, they dictate the names and ages of family members, for older students, they can write them themselves. 

[image: image48]Turning over a new Leaf... Andrea, Grade 4 
On the first day of school students see their names written on a leaf that is hanging from a tree in our reading center. The quote, "Turning over a new leaf" is written on the board and we brainstorm ideas as to what it means. Once the children have an understanding of the quote, they then write me a letter that begins, "This year I am turning over a new leaf. Last year I.....and this year I want to...." Many students wrote about grades, and others wrote about wanting to change their behavior. Students feel better after we have discussed that they are indeed turning over a new leaf because they are starting the new year with a clean slate! 

[image: image49]First Days Activities ... Lisa Slaughter, 2nd Grade 
For the last several years, we have started back with students in the middle of the week. Those "odd" days I have spent slowly introducing the classroom rather than begin active lessons. A new grade level and classroom is so overwhelming...there is so much so to see and do! I make a word search using my new class list and have a crossword puzzle (or similiar "seat work") available. I set out many math manipulatives for free exploration. Learning Centers are a big hit in my room--so, I have really neat ones out that first week. We spend those first days going over discipline, listening skills, and procedures. Even the first full week of school, we go slow--introducing each text book one at a time. I don't even pass them out until we are ready to use them. 

[image: image50]A Great Book to Start the Year ... Mary Ann Oczkowski, 2nd Grade 
I usually begin the year by reading the chapter book "Walter the Lazy Mouse" by Marjorie Flack. This is an old book that none of the children have ever read, so the story is always a surprise to them. Walter is very lazy and never pays attention in school. He ends up getting lost, and meets three frogs. He tries to teach the frogs what he knows, but soon realizes that he only knows the wrong answers since he did not pay attention in class. He goes back home, returns to school, and becomes a good student himself, so he can come back and teach the frogs correctly. I think it's a great book to begin the school year. There are so many cute art projects using mice that it's easy to find a follow-up creative activity, too. 

[image: image51]Introducing Science .. Karen Wilson, Grades 3-6 
A great introduction to Science at the beginning of the year is to talk about scientist. Give your students a piece of white paper and tell them to draw what they think a scientist looks like. Let them have about 10 minutes or so to do this. Then instruct students to write on the paper what they think a scientist does. Encourage them to use a word or short phrase. Ex. read, study, mixes things, experiments, observes, etc. After a few minutes, have students put their pencils down and ask them to share different words that they wrote. Ask the students, Do you read? Have you ever experimented with things? What about things in the kitchen? Have you ever created something? Objective is for the students to realize that they are all scientist. A scientist does not have a particular look. They are all scientists 

Busy Bee Activity Page:
[image: image52]Me Boxes 
TEACHER'S NOTE: I have my children bring "Me Boxes" (shoeboxes) to school the second week of school. (They have the weekend to fill it with 6 or 7 things to tell about themselves.) 1) I introduce the homework project by sharing your own "Me Box". 2) Share the boxes with partners the first day and then with the whole class the rest of the week. 3) After everyone has shared their box (it takes a couple of days!) have students brainstorm all kinds of ideas to write about during Writing Workshop. TEACHER'S NOTE: The kids write their own list of things they can write about in their writing folders. They refer to these ideas throughout the year. It is a great way to get kids writing about what they know! 

[image: image53]Time Capsule
Author:  Dawn Schurman 
Great idea for the first day of school:
1) Give each student an empty Pringles can to decorate as a "Time Capsule." 
2) Each child will fill out a short interest inventory:
          a handwriting sample, a tracing of their hand, 
          a self-portrait, and a few other things. 
          (You can get creative here -- make the task fit your 
          grade level) 
3) They will place their sheets into their time capsule and have a little ceremony to put them away until the end of the year. (I'm planning to cheat and open the time capsules that night in order to learn a little more about each student's interests and abilities)
4) At the end of the year have the kids complete the same sheets and then open their time capsule to compare how they have changed during the school year.

TEACHER'S NOTE:  Unfortunately (and amusingly),  I came up with this idea after throwing away a bunch of empty Pringles cans that had been sitting around for a while.  Now I have to eat 25 cans of Pringles by the beginning of the school year!  Serves me right for throwing them out!  I've got 
everyone I know eating Pringles for me...You can use whatever is handy for storage capsules -- Be creative

[image: image54]Writing Ideas:  Author:  Diane Clark "All About Me" activity  
1) Hand out an 8.5" X 14" piece of paper (let the kids choose a colour)  
2) Ask them to write their name in large colourful letters(fancy, bubble, etc.) in the middle of the page.
TEACHER'S NOTE: I do a sample on the board while they are working on paper.
3) In the top left corner, have students finish the sentence "My family......".
4) In the top right corner, have students finish the sentence "My favourite thing to do is....".
5) In the bottom left corner, have students finish the sentence "I really don't like....".
6) In the bottom right corner, have students finish the sentence "Other people find me....".
7) In the top middle, have students finish the sentence "One day I'd love to.....".
8) In the bottom middle, have students finish the sentence and "I'd love to meet....".
TEACHER'S NOTE: We do these one by one, and it takes quite a while for everyone to finish.
  When finished:
     a) explain that they are going to stand up, hold their paper in from of them facing out
     b) quietly walk around and read other people's papers.
  TEACHER'S NOTE: No talking is involved. This takes about 5 minutes,  then I have the kids sit down. One by one I go around the room and introduce each child to the class and ask, "Who can tell me something interesting about this person?".

Hands fly up as kids are eager to prove that they read what was on the student's paper.  I collect these papers after the exercise and post them in the room - kids enjoy reading them in the weeks to come and parents enjoy them on the Meet the Teacher night.

[image: image55]GROUP PHOTOS:

1) Students are handed a piece of 8.5 X 14 paper * cardboard, folded in half longwise *
2) Students are asked to put their names in large colourful letters on both sides of the name card (easier to be seen from anywhere in the room).
3) For the FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL, ask the students to stand in  groups of 3-4 somewhere in the room, holding their name cards in front of them.
4) Photograph each group.
5) Develop the film at a one-hour studio right after school and  then start to memorize students names and faces at home that evening.
6) At school the next day, tack the photos on a ready-made  bulletin board titled... 

                  "Class XXX, starring.......". The kids will love it.

[image: image56]LADDERS: A Word Game for Language Arts

1)  Select a word, such as "September" and write it vertically on the board. 
2) Then write it backwards, vertically, beside it.

                  S...........................R
                  E...........................E
                  P...........................B
                  T...........................M
                  E...........................E
                  M...........................T 
                  B...........................P
                  E...........................E
                  R...........................S

3) Students get into pairs, get a dictionary, and try to find the longest word possible that begins with an "S" and ends with "R".
4) If they don't know the meaning of this word they are to write it down after the word.
5) Continue with every letter of "September ".  After 15 minutes (or any pre-arranged time) the students stop the activity and add up all of the letters in the words they found.
TEACHER'S NOTE: The pair with the top score wins a little prize (eraser, pencil, etc.) but I also give out prizes for the longest word, shortest word, word with most vowels, etc., so that all  students have a chance to win a prize.

[image: image57]JOURNAL WRITING
  TEACHER'S NOTE: The first day of school is an opportune time to get some true feelings down on paper.
     Topics can be
     1) "This morning, getting reading for school, I felt.........".
     2) "I hope this year will be better than last year because........".
     3) "I've been told by others that grade ___ will be......".

[image: image58]HELP FOR SEATING PLAN

1) I have the students fill out a confidential sheet  "Getting to know you" with varied questions such as....
     a) I like/dislike reading because................
     b) My favourite subject in school is............
     c) My general feeling about school is...................
     d) My favourite genre of books is................
     2) In the last question students are asked to think seriously about who they would like to sit near in class
TEACHER'S NOTE: They must tell me why, with a good reason such as....  we work well together) and I ask them to name anyone in the class they don't particularly want to be near (again, they must give a
good reason, such as....I am easily distracted by ..... and want to do better academically this year)
     3) In the evening, using these sheets, create an effective SEATING PLAN by placing kids near those who will benefit them, and keeping them away from those who will hinder their progress as a student.
TEACHER'S NOTE: Works every time, and I rarely have had to change kids around. The sheets also help me to get to know the students a bit better before day two of school.

[image: image59]FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL: A school tour Author: Unknown. 

Level: K-6 (may be modified for higher grades) TEACHER'S NOTE: Every year on the first day of school, I take my class on a tour. Procedure: 1) After morning business, tell the class they will be taking a tour of their new school. 2) Invite the parents (If Kindergaten class) to join you, and off you go. 3) Start out by visiting the office to meet the secretary and the principal. 4) Take polaroid pictures of everyone you meet along the tour. TEACHER'S NOTE: We visit the library, the computer center, the cafeteria, the playground and even the bathrooms. 5) When you return to your classroom, make a book (in the shape of a schoolhouse if you like), with the pictures. 6) Heave the kids help to dictate the text about each person who works at your school. TEACHER'S NOTE: It is fun, easy and really helps the kids (and their parents) learn about the school. This idea would work great in a PowerPoint presentation that could be used for Open House!

[image: image60]FIRST DAY FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL Author: Janet 

Procedure: I bring a sack with a running shoe, a bread pan, a piece of stained glass, something of my daughter's ect. I group students and dump a few things on each table, then give them a few minutes to decide what they think each item says about me. I invite them to bring their own sack on the following day and you may be surprised at how many actually bring one! I also give them a paper with questions on it about where they were born, where they've lived, who they live with, their previous schools, and their favorite/worst subject. I also throw in some "what is your favorite band, clothing, person, color, food, etc. You can either have them share their own paper with the class, or use it in groups of 2 as an interview and have the students introduce each other. 

[image: image61]Class Photo Book
Author:LaDonna Portier (E-mail: twolsufans@aol.com)
Grade: Elementary (May be modified for older students) 
Concepts:Book making / Reading 
Materials:camera & film, tag board, 3 binder rings 
Activity time:20-30 minutes 

At a recent Wright group workshop, our leader recommended this as a first day activity. Make a name book for the class. Take a picture of each student holding a piece of tag board with their name on it. Develop the pictures that afternoon. Glue the picure of each child onto the tagboard with their name. Use a teacher made cover and bind with binder rings. You'll have a record of the kids in the class and the children will have a book they are able to read right away. You can let the kids bring the book home to show their parents who their friends are, etc. Make sure to include a picture of yourself! (Modify for older kids)

[image: image62]Toilet Paper Game  Author: Kelly Evans E-mail: kevans@peoriaud.k12.az.us 

· Grade: all 

· Concepts: Getting to know your classmates 

· Materials: two rolls of toilet paper (perforated, so it's easy to tear) 

· Activity time: 30 - 45 minutes 

Have all the students sit at their desk, without talking. Take out two rolls of TP and tell the students to "Take as much as you think you'll need." This provokes a lot of questions, but DO NOT say anything more. Send a roll around at both sides of the room (this helps the activity to move along more quickly). Once all students have taken "what they need," collect the unused TP. Now tell the students that for each square they ripped off, they have to give one fact about themselves. 

[image: image63]Real Person
Modified from: Susan Kovalik's ITI (Integrated Thematic Instruction) ITI: The Model by Susan Kovalik with Karen Olsen.ISBN-1-878631-18-7.
The following is a list of ways that I feel you can help students feel comfortable on the first day and throughout the year.
1) Let students know that you are a "real" person. Tell them about yourself through pictures and stories.
2) If you want students to know that you care about them show them by greeting them at the door, use eye contact when speaking with them, show compassion and always be honest.
3) Establish procedures in the beginning. Let them know what is expected of them. Do not make a list of rules telling them what they can't do. Instead make a student created list of what is expected. For instance, do not say 
"Don't run in the hall," say "Walk calmly and quietly in the hall." 
Review the procedures often at the beginning of the year and as needed later. 
Most of all be consistent.
4) Create an atmosphere in the classroom that makes the students feel comfortable. The colors blue, green and purple are most calming. Natural lighting and plants are also good ideas for a comfortable classroom.
TEACHER'S NOTE: This point hit home when the instructor at the seminar I attended asked us to think about the places we go to feel relaxed and what colors were there. Try it.
5) Be realistic in your expectations. Don't expect the students to do more than they are capable of, this causes anxiety. At the same time don't make things so easy that they become bored.
6) Make an effort to create a community in your classroom. Use activities that help the class get to know each other as well as developing a sense of trust. 
Remember to continue doing these activities throughout the school year, not just the first few days. 
TEACHER'S NOTE: The book Tribes by Jeanne Gibbs is loaded with activities that promote these things in the classroom.
7) Teach to all learning styles beginning on day one. Remember that all students do not learn the same way. Give choices whenever possible.
8) Learn the students names quickly and use their names when talking to them.

[image: image64]Remembering Faces  AUTHOR: Diane Clark Simcoe, Ontario 
NOTE: Please see Teacher Note by Donna K. Hill for a great update on this activity 
On the first day of school I bring my camera to school (with a roll of 12 exposures). Some time during the day I give the students a piece of 8 X 11 cardboard, have them fold it horizontally, and ask them to write their name (and decorate it) on both sides. As they finish, I ask them to get into groups of 3-4 students, somewhere in the classroom (or outside so that I don't need to use a flash) and I photograph them holding their name cards out in front of their bodies. 
After school, I develop the film at a one hour studio, and ask for double prints. That evening, I can start to match names with faces. I keep one set of pictures at home for about a week so that each night I can review their names. The other set of photos is put up, on the second day of school, as a bulletin board, with a title such as "Presenting Room 108, starring.....". 
The kids love it! After I have learned all of their names I bring the 2nd set back to school and glue them onto an 8 X 11 sheet of paper and place it in the binder I have prepared for any supply teachers (SUBS) who come to my class during the year. They've told me that they appreciate being able to match faces with names instantly when they arrive in the classroom. 
The cardboard name cards that were made and used on the first day are collected and stored on a shelf. Periodically, throughout the year, they are distributed again to the students and placed on each desk so that guests or supply teachers can identify whom they are speaking with. I've been doing this with my grade 7's for the last nine years and they love seeing their photos on the wall in the classroom. It's fun to bring the photos out again at the end of the school year to let them see how much they changed in the ten months.

The Teacher's Corner
[image: image65]Hollywood   I used this idea when I used a Hollywood/movie theme in my classroom, but it is an entertaining icebreaker for any theme.

1. Before school starts, make each student an 8 1/2 by 11 poster with the name of a movie star, fictional character, or famous person (living or deceased).

2. Before beginning this icebreaker activity, explain to the students that each one of them will have one of these mini-posters stuck to his/her back. To reveal the name on their back, they may ask yes or no questions to members of the class. Encourage students to mention their name at the beginning of the exchange so students can start placing names and faces. One question per student. Encourage students to be honest and not give away fictional identities.

3. Let them loose. If a student thinks he/she knows his/her fictional identity, he/she may check with the teacher. If he/ she is correct, they may still help others in helping to solve the mystery. If he/she is incorrect, he/she needs to continue to find the correct identity.

4. Process the experience with the class. This experience is a springboard for open communication in the classroom as well as beginning to build a rapport between classmates and teacher.
Submitted by: Jackie Jaros - Deer Lakes Middle School, Grade 6 - Russellton, PA  
Have a bingo type game where you have a grid and you write different things in each box like "has green eyes" or "likes too play basketball" then you go around and have to find the people who fits that box and have them sign it! when you are through with the boxes (usually like 15 boxes) you end up knowing a lot of weird facts about the other people and it is tons of fun scrambling to be the first one finished!  

[image: image66]Silent Identification: Each participant is asked to wither write words or draw pictures that describe themselves. This is done silently. They pin he picture on their chests, walk around and have everyone look each other over. Pictures are then shuffled and participants are asked to identify the person to which the picture belongs.

[image: image67]Duck Duck Goose: all participants sit in a circle. The person "ducking" says a person characteristic about themselves as they go around the circle. The rest of activity works the same as Duck, Duck, Goose.

[image: image68]Pairs Game: Make up pairs or group of people that go together (Mickey Mouse/Minnie Mouse, Barbie/Ken) You give each person a card with one of the group or pairs on it. The pairs or groups must find their match. 

[image: image69]Name Game: Sit in a circle. one person starts by using an adjective starting with the same letter as their first name, followed by their first name (i.e. Clever Claire, Kind Karen) The next person and following has to repeat the first person's adjective and name and then add their own. Students go around the circle and the last person has to repeat all other names in order and end with their own. 

[image: image70]Human Knot: Have a group of 10-15 stand very close together. Tell them to reach out their arms so all hand are jumbled and intertwined. Tell them to grab one hand for each of their hands , but not the one of the person's next to them. Now they are a human knot and must use teamwork to untangle themselves into one circle without letting go of their hands.

[image: image71]Toilet Tissue: Tell participants to take a length of tissue.  After all have taken some, tell them for each panel of tissue they have to say one positive thing about themselves. (You could vary what they have to do or say for each tissue square, tailored to your objective.)  Variation:  use M&M's-for each color they have to say one thing i.e. yellow - something sunny about themselves, red - an embarrassing moment, green...

[image: image72]Two True One False:  Go around group and everyone has to say two true statements about themselves and one false. The rest of the group has to guess which one is false. You may be surprised. you can learn some crazy things about each other!

[image: image73]Web Game:  Take a ball of yarn and have the person who starts hold one end and rap it around their wrist. They throw the yarn around the room and either say something positive about the person you throw to or something they did to inspire you. then when you are done, you have bracelets of yarn that you are supposed to wear until they fall off.

[image: image74]Balloon Game #1: Have everyone put one piece of information about themselves in a balloon, then blow up the balloon and throw the balloon in the middle of the circle of participants.  One by one, pop the balloons and guess to whom that piece of information belongs.

[image: image75]Balloon Game #2:  Pass one balloon around the circle and have each person write a question on that balloon.  Then pass the balloon around the circle and each person has to answer three questions on the balloon.  

[image: image76]Hug Tag:  This is a cooperative version of "regular" tag. you should designate a few people to be "freezers". Then tell everyone else to scatter in all directions. The freezers count to ten, and then take off after the runners. Once they tag a runner that person becomes one of the freezers. a player is safe from being tagged only when he or she is hugging another player.  

[image: image77]Non-Verbal Birthday Lineup:  Ask everyone to line up according to the month and day of birth without any talking. This should inspire some interesting means of communication towards a common goal.

[image: image78]Fast Lemon:  This game is for four players or more. First divide the group into two or more equal lines. Then give the leader of each line a full length pencil and a full-grown lemon. As the teams line up single file, mark a starting line and finish line on the floor (about 20 feet away at most).  The object is to push the lemon with the pencil along the floor in a straight line.  Each player must push it to the finish line and back to the next teammate in line. The team to finish first, wins. 

[image: image79]Fruit Basket Turn Over:  Seat players in a circle.  One person stands in the center.  Each player is given the name of a fruit.  The person in the middle ("IT") calls out the name of two fruits.  The two people whose names are those fruits must quickly change seats while the person in the middle tries to reach one of the seats also. The one left standing is "IT" and continues the game by calling the name of two other fruits. He or she may also call "fruit basket turnover" at which point everyone must change seats.

[image: image80]Lifesaver Relay:  Divide group into two teams.  Give everyone a toothpick to hold between their teeth.  Place a lifesaver on the toothpick of the first person on each side.  The game begins as the life saver is passed from person to person by lining up the toothpicks so that the life saver slides onto the next person's toothpick.  No one can use their hands.  Should a lifesaver be dropped, that team begins again with the first person.  The first team to relay a lifesaver to the end of the line is the winner.

[image: image81]Banana Race:  Give each player a banana with the instruction to peel and eat it while holding one hand behind their back (they only need to take one bite of the banana) on a given signal they begin. the first one who takes a bite and then whistles, wins.

[image: image82]Paper Bag Skits:  First split your group into teams consisting of three to six members.  Give each team a paper bag filled with assorted objects. (These can be almost anything, i.e. a wooden spoon, a screw, a bar of soap, a computer disk, etc.)  The object of the game is to present a skit using all of the props provided.  The props may be used as they would be in normal life, or they may be imaginatively employed.  Give each group a topic to base their skit on.  When all the skits have been planned and rehearsed they are performed for the amusement of all.

[image: image83]Human Machines:  Each group acts out a machine with sound effects (i.e. telephone, fax, washing machine, dryer, blender, typewriter, stereo, airplane) while the remaining students try to guess the machine.

[image: image84]Black Magic:  Tell two people the "trick" of the game.  One person will be the magician and the other the leader.  The magician leaves the room while the rest of the group decides what object that person needs to guess.  Upon return the the leader asks, "is this it?, is that it?" about many objects. The person who is guessing continuously says no until the leader points to an object that is black.  The NEXT object is the one that the person needs to identify (the "trick") and say, "yes that's the object the group picked" play the game till someone figures out how it is done.

[image: image85]Animal Match: Upon entering the room ,everyone is given a card with an animal on it (make sure there are two of every animal) one the count of three everyone makes their animal noise and tries to find their partner.

[image: image86]Backlash Relay:  Players pair off and stand back to back with elbows hooked.  One player holds a balloon.  Pairs race to one end, transfer the balloon to the other person, without unhooking elkbows and then race back.

[image: image87]Caterpillar Race:  Line up behind each other bent at the waist and holding the ankles of the person in front of you. try to move foward as a team.  If someone looses the ankle grip, the caterpillar must stop until everyone is intact.

[image: image88]Icicle Hunt:  Hide icicles (strings of different lengths) which have to be collected by the students. The winner is the one whose icicles from the longest line when laid out end to end, not the one with the most icicles.

[image: image89]Same Letter:  Using each letter of the alphabet students try to come up with a sentence stating a male name, female name, food, and place. (ex. A my name is Alfred, my wife's name is Angela, we grow apples in Atlanta.) 

[image: image90]If You Love Me Baby, Smile:  Everyone sits in a circle, one person is "IT."  "IT" goes up to somebody in the group and tries to make them smile by saying, "If you love me baby, smile" and they are not allowed touching the person at all. They may make funny faces or whatnot. The person cannot smile or laugh, but must reply to "IT", "I love you baby, but I just can't smile".  If "IT" makes the person smile that person becomes the new "IT".  If not "IT" moves to try another person.

[image: image91]Movie Ball Game:  Everyone stands in a circle and bounces a ball to somebody else, and has a five second limit to do so. But before bouncing the ball they must say a name of a movie. When somebody repeats a movie name, they are out of the game. It eventually ends up being a competition between two people, and then there's a winner. 

[image: image92]Digging Game: The members sit in a circle of chairs and there is one person standing and does not have a chair. The person in the middle asks a question, like "Who has brown hair?" and everyone who does has to get up and switch seats. The person in the middle tries to find a seat, which in turn will leave somebody else in the middle without a chair to ask a question. The catch is that the people changing seats (this applies to each individual round) cannot move to the seat on either side of them, or if they get up and can't find a seat, they cannot return to the seat where they just sat. This is a great way to "dig" up some information, on people you don't know.

ACTIVITIES FOR THE FIRST DAYS OF SCHOOL
[image: image93]Crossword Puzzle   Create a crossword puzzle using classroom rules or policies as the clues.  The Criss-Cross Puzzle at Discovery School's Puzzlemaker will make the puzzle for you; you just need to enter the information.
[image: image94]Hidden Message Puzzle  Create a different word search puzzle with a hidden message for each student. The hidden messages can be rules or policies for your classroom or positive words of encouragement for the new year. The Hidden Message Word Search Puzzle at Discovery School's Puzzlemaker will make the puzzle for you. You tell it what the message is to be and what words you want the students to find.
[image: image95]Policy and Rule Question and Answer Match  Write questions that students might have about your policies and rules on index cards. Write the answers on cards of a different color. Pass them out to the students and have them try to match questions to answers. You will accomplish three goals with this activity. First, your students will become familiar with your rules and policies. Second, your students will get to know each other. Third, you will be able to see which students are shy and which ones do not interact well with other students.
Busy Bee Activity Page:
Them Against You

Author:  Sandra Schols
Audience: general
Grade: Any

Materials:None

Activity time: About 60 min
On the first day of school challenge the students to a competition. 

Who can remember the most about the other. 1) The students start, taking turns they each stand up and tell at least 5 facts about themselves. 

For example: "My name is Shelley. This is my first year at this school. I have 3 sisters and one brother. I have a pet goldfish 
called "Fluffy", and I like soccer." 

2) Then tell at least 30 facts about yourself. 

For example: "I'm married. I have 2 teenaged children, a girl 
Kelly and a boy, Doug. I have a pet dog called "Baby" and about 
50 walking stick bugs, etc etc." 

3) When you are finished introducing yourself. The children get to start, (heh, they're younger). let them volunteer answers and give 
them a tally mark for each new fact they remember about you. After they have exhausted all possibilities, (usually around 39 facts for a 
room of 28 grade 6/7 students) go around the room and try to remember facts about them. 

Teacher's Note: I usually win. Except for the last time I tried this. Right in the beginning of my turn it was their P.E. block and then recess. Ahhhh, I had to remember the facts for over an hour. This is a great activity. I learn about them, and they also learn a lot about each other. Try it and let me know how it went for you. 

[image: image96]TITLE: GETTING TO KNOW YOU   AUTHOR: Karen S. Greenhalgh, Coronado Elementary School, Littleton, CO 80127 

OVERVIEW: Introducing students to the teacher and each other. When students enter their classroom for the first time in the Fall, the need to know classmate's names and something about each other is very important. GRADE LEVEL: First through Sixth General 

PURPOSE: 

To help children quickly get to know one another and set up an atmosphere for learning. 

OBJECTIVES: 

Students will be able to call each other by name and mention something important about that person. Students will develop a sense of bonding and classroom trust earlier than might otherwise be felt. Students will be able to find a partner with similar interests for other activities throughout the remainder of the first day. RESOURCES/MATERIALS: None (Space for circle/class list optional) 

ACTIVITIES AND PROCEDURES: 

Students sit in a circle. One child starts by telling his/her name and something that they are interested in outside of school. (Children should be encouraged to speak loudly enough for everyone in the circle to hear them.) The student sitting next to the first child to speak now says the name and interest of the first person who has spoken and then says his/her name and interest. The third child must repeat the names and the interests of the first two children and then his/her own. And so it goes until all the children have had a turn. The students at the end of the circle will have a more challenging time due to the many names and interests, but it is perfectly all right to help any student who may need it. After all the children have said their names and interests, the teacher then will try to name and tell the interests of all the children in the circle. 

After completing the above activity, the teacher should ask the children to choose a partner. The partners will get together and talk about their summer activities. Where did they go? What did they do that was fun? What people did they see? What did they do that was hard? ETC. After five minutes have the children come back to the circle with their partner. Each child will tell at least one interesting thing about their partner's summer for the rest of the group to hear. The children should be cautioned to share with the entire group only those things which their partner had agreed is okay. 

These short activities will hopefully encourage lots of class interaction and set the stage for learning activities to follow for the remainder of that very important FIRST DAY. The teacher will also profit from knowing much about his/her students so early in the year. 

TYING IT ALL TOGETHER: Class book could be made with drawings (possible self-portraits) and anecdotes about the students. This book could easily be updated throughout the year. 

The Teacher's Corner
[image: image97]Me In A Bag
At the beginning of the year, I introduce myself using 'Me In A Bag.' I put a few items that represent me in a large paper sack. In my sack, I put a paintbrush because I'm an artist, my favorite book, my favorite food, pictures of my family and my pets, my favorite CD and a cookbook. The children sit around me, and I explain the significance of each item as I pull it out of the bag. This discussion helps the kids get to know me as a person. Each child then has a turn to bring in his/her own 'Me In A Bag,' giving everyone in the class a chance to shine." 
Submitted by: Jan Formisano janformisano@email.msn.com , a second grade teacher in Falls Church, Virginia. This tip was published in the NEA's Weekly "Works4Me" Email list. 
Ideas from A to Z Teacher Tips:
[image: image98]Back to School Back Pack 
Submitted by: Tamie Clark, First Grade, Jackson Elementary School
I have used this activity for Pre-K and First Grade: 

I introduce myself to my class by bringing a backpack to school. In it I put several things that tell something about me: my favorite book, a picture of my family, a stuffed frog (since I collect them), a picture I have painted, etc. 

After the students have arrived, we sit together on the floor to get to know each other. I start with myself by pulling one item out at a time and discussing how it relates to me. I make sure the items can be handled by the children so that I can pass them around. When I am done, I go around the circle and have each student share one thing about himself or herself. 

I also let the students know that they may visit the backpack and look at everything again during center time. 

I know of another teacher who sends the backpack home each day until everyone has had a day. The student selected to carry the backpack home returns with 2 or 3 things and gets to share with the class. 
 

[image: image99]First day (or week) of school--Family Wreath... 
Submitted by: Joan G., 
I collected family pictures of each of my students during our Introduction Day. I told the family I would probably not return these pictures. I then took the pictures and made a "family wreath", for the lonely days or when the students just missed home. This was a huge hit with all the families and the children. I placed the wreath in the home living area, and was amazed to see the students, all year long, go over to the wreath and take time to admire it and their family. (Some families included pet pictures to put on the wreath). On the last day of school I auctioned it off to a family and bought supplies for the class room. All my parents wanted this "keepsake". 

[image: image100]First Day Name Puzzle... 
Submitted by: Carmen, 1st Grade
On the first day of school, I like to make a name puzzle with my students. I take a large piece of poster board, and mark out lines that can be cut into pieces. Make sure that the puzzle will have enough pieces for each student to have one. We all gather on the floor to write our name on the blank side of the poster board. I write my name in the middle, and the students write their name in all different directions. When I have free time, I cut the board into puzzle pieces. As a class we each find the spot where our puzzle piece belongs. Tape the puzzle together after school, and post it on the wall in the classroom. When the students return the next day, the will be excited to see the puzzle, and to show off their name. My kids have fun talking and, working to put the puzzle together. 

[image: image101]Fun First Day Activity .. 
Submitted by: Shelly, 1st Grade
On the first day of school I have plenty of pre-cut letters in lots of different colors on a table. As the children come in they find the letters to spell their names and glue them together. I hang these from the ceiling! They really brighten up the room and look great for Open House! Usually this is the first thing they point out to their parents. 

[image: image102]Getting Acquainted.. 
Submitted by: Robin, Grade 2
I like to have some get acquainted projects for the first few days. One thing I do is when I send my parents a welcoming letter, I ask that the children bring in a small bag of pictures and other small objects that could be part of a "me" collage. These collages are a good springboard for the children to discuss their unique qualities, and at the end of the year, they enjoy seeing how they have changed. We also make schoolhouse picture frames for their first day of school photos. I cut schoolhouses out of oaktag, and the children glue pasta on the frames. I spray paint the pasta frames gold. The parents love having this memento of their child's first day when I give it to them on Back-to-School Night. 

[image: image103]Getting to Know Each Other .. 
Submitted by: Pam Gates, Grade 7
On the firat day of school do an activity to bring the class together such as a classroom survey. The students walk around and talk to the other students and fill out a questionairre. At the same time they are getting to know each other. 

[image: image104]Making An Important Book ... 
Submitted by: Robin Long, 
On the first day of school I read The Important Book by Margaret Wise Brown. I review paragraph writing and instruct them to write a paragraph following the same format as the book about themselves. I also do the same. After the rough drafts are written they are to do a final draft and attach it to a white piece of paper, where they add an illustration. All the pages are laminated and bound into a book. Students reread this book throughout the year. It easily becomes a favorite. Students also enjoy reading the book from the previous years classes. 

[image: image105]Me Puppets... 
Submitted by: Gail W., Grade 2
On the first day of school (unlike the remaining days of the school year), the children are usually reluctant to talk about themselves. We make "me" puppets using paper plates for the head, yarn for the hair, and construction paper facial features, with a popscicle stick for a handle. Upon completion, we stage a puppet show. The children hide their faces with the puppets and tell their classmates all about their families, hobbies, pets, etc. 

[image: image106]Names Word Search ... 
Submitted by: Denise Trimino, Special Needs 4th-6th grade
In order for my students to get to know their classmates, I create a word search with the names of my students. After all the names are found the remaining letters reveal the hidden message "welcome back to school." This website is great for creating various types of puzzles http://www.puzzlemaker.com 

Teachers Net:
[image: image107]How Do You Do?
Games, level: Elementary 
Posted Wed Aug 26 00:13:53 PDT 1998 by Mary K&1 (mmiehl@alltel.net). 
Conneaut Valley Elementary School, Conneautville, PA, USA
Materials Required: none 
Activity Time: 15-30 min 
Concepts Taught: Learning the Names of Classmates 
Play this game outside. It resembles Drop the Handkerchief. Have the children make a large circle and remain standing. Choose one child to start. Have the game starter walk around the outside of the circle and stop behind one person and say, "Hi, I'm ____." The other child turns around and says, "Hi, I'm ____." They then shake hands saying, "How do you do, how do you do, how do you do?" Each then runs in opposite directions around the circle saying "How do you do's" when they meet. The first one back to the spot where the "How do you do's" began is the one to introduce him/herself to another. The game goes on. 

Exit Slips
"What did you learn in school today?" How many times do parents ask that question and receive in response a shrug of the shoulders and a mumbled "Nothin'"? In order ensure that students have something to share when parents pose that age-old question, why not end your day in a quiet way? Give each student a "What I learned today..." exit slip. They must show their completed exit slip as they leave the classroom at the final bell.
When first introducing the exit slip strategy, allow a little more time for this end-of-day routine. Invite students to share what they have written. By sharing, students are modeling and becoming familiar with the kinds of information that will be considered "acceptable" as exit-slip content.
If parents know that students will carry that exit-slip form with them each day, they will also know that they can expect a response whenever they ask "What did you learn in school today?"
 

Give Me Five
Discourage inattention by teaching students the "Give Me Five" technique. Whenever you say, "Give Me Five," students go through the following five steps:
1.      Eyes on speaker

2.      Quiet

3.      Be still

4.      Hands free

5.      Listen

	


	School/Class Pledges

	I am somebody.
The me I see is the me I'll be.
I can be respectful, responsible and resourceful.
I can succeed. 


I am in school to learn.
I will follow the directions of my teachers.
I will not say unkind things to others.
I will report problems to the teachers.
I will try my very best.
I am in school to learn. 


We raise our hands to speak.
We work quietly at our seats.
We use voices soft and sweet.
We keeps our places tidy and neat.
We are helpful, friendly, and fair.
We take turns and willingly share. 


I make mistakes so I can learn.
I learn so I can succeed.
I succeed so I can help others. 


I pledge to show my respect
by listening to others,
using my hands for helping,
caring about others feelings,
and being responsible for what I say and do. 


My Promise
Each day I'll do my best,
And I won't do any less.

My work will always please me,
And I won't accept a mess.

I'll colour very carefully,
My writing will be neat.

And I simply won't be happy
'Til my papers are complete.

I'll always do my homework,
And I'll try on evey test.

And I won't forget my promise --
To do my very best! 



A Circle of Friends
We've joined together as classmates
as the new year begins...
A year full of learning
while we become friends.
We'll share and be kind
as we work and play.
And our friendship will grow
with each passing day. 



I am wonderful.
I am good at learning.
And I like to learn. 


Learner's Creed
I believe in myself and my ability to do my best at all times.
Because I am responsible for my life and for all of my actions: 

I will listen,
I will see,
I will speak,
I will feel,
I will think,
I will reason,
I will read,
I will write. 

I will do all these things with one purpose in mind:
To do my best and not to waste this day for this day will come no more. 
Ernestine Mitchell 



At _______ School:
I have the right to learn.
I want to learn.
My teachers want me to learn.
I will do my best!
We will learn together! 



I pledge to treasure _school name_
As a place to learn and grow
By being honest and fair to all I know.
To show respect and be kind to all I meet,
To be responsible and work hard each day of the week,
To strive to be the best I can be,
So all can succeed in our school family. 


Class Promise
Today is a new day!
I will act in a safe and healthy way.
I will respect the rights of others.
I will treat all property with respect.
I will take responsibility for my learning.
Today I will be the best me I can be!



My School Pledge
I pledge today to do my best
in reading math and all the rest.
I promise to obey the rules,
in my class and in our school.
I'll respect myself and others too,
I'll expect the best in all I do,
I am hear to learn all I can,
To try my best and be all I am. 



Important Rules
(to the tune of "Twinkle, Twinkle")

Here are some rules for you and me,
See how important they can be.
Always be honest, be kind and fair,
Always be good and willing to share.
These are rules we all should know,
We follow these rules wherever we go. 


Trouble Spot - TattlingThe Bug Box
Decorate a small box with "bugs," emblazoned with the words "It Bugs Me." When a student tattles, ask the child to write a quick note on a piece of paper and put it in the box.
Skim the notes quickly to ensure none are of immediate importance.
Ask the class at the end of the day if anyone who put in a note is still bothered. "The overwhelming majority of the time, it's no longer a problem," says Deb Isett, who teaches at Washington Elementary School in Barto, Pennsylvania, and who loves the box. By the second half of the school year, she says, she's hardly using it at all.
Can You Hear Me?
Whispers get students' attention.
If students begin to get noisy, whisper an instruction that begins "If you can hear my voice and (give a simple instruction), you can have ten minutes of free time at the end of the day." Give the instruction just once; those who miss what you say because they're talking too loudly also miss the reward.
Do You Hear Yourselves?
Make students aware of unnecessary noise.
If a class is particularly noisy or disruptive, bring in a tape recorder and place it where students can see it. Turn on the recorder and record the noise. You can use the recording in a number of ways: Analyze it to find out who is causing the problem. Let students hear the tape and ask them for suggestions to improve learning. Use the "evidence" to talk to individual students or their parents.
 








