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Author’s Author’s 
PurposePurpose   

Why did the author write Why did the author write 
this?this?   
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To InformTo Inform   
Gives Gives the reader the reader 

iinformationnformation ..   
SS cience books, noncience books, non -- fiction, Socialfiction, Social   

studies books, newspapers, magazines.studies books, newspapers, magazines.
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To EntertainTo Entertain   
Makes the reader laugh or Makes the reader laugh or 

smile.smile.   
Stories, poems, joke Stories, poems, joke 
books, plays, comic books, plays, comic 
stripstrip ss   
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To PersuadeTo Persuade   
Makes the reader think, Makes the reader think, 

feel,  or act a feel,  or act a 
certain way.certain way.   

Letters, posters, Letters, posters, 
advertisements.advertisements.
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To ExplainTo Explain   
Tells the reader how to do Tells the reader how to do 

or make or make 
something.something.     

Directions, recipes, Directions, recipes, 
stories.stories.   

  


